
HIGHFIELD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Update Thursday 24 June 2021, our fortieth Update 

 

Unfortunately we will not be able to hold a street party as normal due to COVID restrictions on 
numbers of people gathering.  However, we would like to invite you to meet in groups of no more 
than 30 to have a cup of tea and a slice of cake and also raise money for the Oxford NHS 
charities. We feel it is important to continue to show our support in these difficult times.  
Please email clairelgarton@yahoo.co.uk or phone 07930 36 66 45 for more information or for 
details on how to organize a tea party for your road. 

 
WHEN?   SUNDAY 4TH JULY,3PM ONWARDS 
WHERE?   ON YOUR STREET! 
WHO?    FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS 
PLEASE REMEMBER THE COVID RESTRICTION OF 30 PEOPLE 
You can donate online at: 
https://www.justgiving.com/Claire-Garton50 or in cash on the day 
 

Headington Liveable Streets: To find out more about this scheme, check out the Headington 
Liveable Streets stall at the Saturday Market on 26th June. It now seems likely that the County will 
consult on the details of the trials during the Summer.  

 

More about Broken Spoke: In the previous Update we mentioned Broken Spoke’ DIY bike repair 
workshop. For those who are not mechanically-minded or who lack the time to carry out their own 
repairs, Broken Spoke also offers a repair service.  For more info and booking, visit their website 

 

Barton Vaccination Clinic: Thanks are expressed to those who have recently contacted Mandy 
in order to join the team of volunteers at the Barton Vaccination Clinic. However, there is still 
scope for more volunteers on the following Fridays: July 9, 16, 23. Clinics will resume in 
September after closure in August. For further information and to volunteer for a two-hour slot on a 
Friday that suits you, contact Mandy on: mandy@bartoncommunityassociation.com 

 

Calling all dog owners: We are asked to take extra care when walking dogs near water this 
summer, the hot weather having led to an increase in blue-green algae. These can contain toxins 
that are dangerous and potentially fatal to pets, livestock and birds. Dogs could be affected by 
drinking from an affected pond, lake or river, or licking their fur after a swim. 
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Help in a Power Cut: Scottish and Southern Electricity (SSE) offers a free priority service for households 
who are on their Priority Services Register and who might benefit from extra support or information during a 
power cut. Households eligible for this service include those with children under 5, adults over 60, those 
with mental health problems and other ongoing concerns.  NB The scheme operates throughout the SSE 
network area; you do not have to be an SSE customer, but you do need to have joined the register for 
Priority Services: Tel 0800 294 3259. 

 

National Insurance Fraud:  People are increasingly reporting having received an automated phone call 
stating that their N I number has been “compromised” and that in order to fix this and get a new number, 
the victim needs to “press 1 on their handset to be connected to the caller”. Once connected to the “caller”, 
victims are pressured into giving their personal details in order to receive a new NI number.  

In reality, they’ve been connected to a criminal who will then use the victim’s personal details to commit 
fraud. If you receive an unexpected phone call, text message or email that asks for your personal or 
financial details, don’t give them this information.  If you have provided personal details to someone over 
the phone and you now believe it to be a scam, contact your bank, building society and credit card 
company immediately and report it to Action Fraud via their website or by calling 0300 123 2040. 
Additionally, if you’ve received a suspicious phone call, you can help the HMRC’s investigations by 
providing your phone number, the caller’s phone number, the date and time of the call and a brief 
description to phishing@hmrc.gov.uk. 

Another scam:  Message from Dee Sinclair ‘Please delete any emails ostensibly from me, probably with 
the subject line ‘Favour’, and starting ‘How are you? How is your family? I need your help.’ This is a scam.  

FREE Open Farm Sunday events at 90+ farms: The LEAF (Linking Environment and Farming) Open 
Farm Sunday event is back after being closed last year due to the pandemic. This year, due to Covid 
restrictions, events are smaller and you need to pre-book as places may be limited. To find out if your local 
farm is participating, use the Farm Finder which lists all the information for each farm's event, including 
opening times and how to book your place. 

Activities may include 
* Machinery displays – some farmers will invite local vintage tractor clubs to put on a display 
* Self-guided walks – each farm is different, but some will have birding and wildflower walk 
* Farm tours – a farmer/ host will gives a group talk + tour of the farm, lasting up to 1.5 hrs 
Each farm is unique with different farm activities, different wildlife, different landscapes etc, so taking a look 
at the event and farm descriptions to see what's available. Nearby farms participating in the scheme 
include: Rectory Farm, OX33 1HF; D’Ogley Farm, OX44 7UF; Honeydale Farm, OX7 6BT. 

If you can’t get to a farm this weekend, take a look at the 'Scavenger Hunt' activity which might keep the 
family entertained on a local walk. Or download the 'Countryside Code' for guidance on how to respect the 
countryside and those who manage the land. Out of the 104 farms included, 95 have free entry – six of 
which have said there will be fees for some activities, such as £1 for a tractor and trailer ride. If no entrance 
fee is mentioned on the website, it's best to check with the farm before leaving home.  

About Update: Update was created to meet a need for information in the early stages of the pandemic. As 
previously mentioned, circulation would, and has, become less frequent as we return to near-normality, 
until it ceases all together. The situation will be kept under review. This edition might even be the last! 

 
Oxfordshire County Council Interactive Covid-19 Dashboard: See the facts at: 
https://phdashboard.oxfordshire.gov.uk/?utm_source=YourOxfordshire&utm_campaign=41e26f4a48-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_26_11_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_206c6fb447-41e26f4a48-408038548 
Headington News website:   http://www.headington.org.uk/news/items/coronavirus.html 
HRA Addresses: 
HRA Admin:         hracttee@gmail.com 
HRA Chair:          hrachair@gmail.com 
HRA Planning:    hra.oxford.planning@gmail.com 
HRA Webmaster:   hra.website@gmail.com 
HRA Website:    https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com 
HRA Covid-19 Support Group:  hra-covid19-support@googlegroups.com 

Useful contacts for people seeking information or help outside the HRA area: 
Local data on Covid-19 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-19/controlling-local-

coronavirus-outbreaks/stopping-spread 
Oxford Hub:    https://www.oxfordhub.org/ 
The City Council provides a single point of contact for people to ask for help they may need as a result of Covid-
19:oxford.gov.uk/CommunityAssistance or 01865 249 811 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Disclaimer: The information we give in each edition is, as far as we can tell, correct at the time of circulation but be 
aware that it can change. 
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