
HIGHFIELD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Update: Thursday 10 September 2020, our eighteenth Update 

Flu jabs: We are warned there could be a major flu epidemic this winter in addition to the ongoing 
threat of Covid-19. Take no chances! Some surgeries are already takings bookings for free NHS 
flu jabs, so check whether you are eligible. If not eligible, you may wish to book a private flu 

vaccination at a local pharmacy and ensure that you are protected.  
 

Oxford Playhouse: The Box Office has re-opened, but only by phone and email, Monday to 
Friday 10- 6 (5pm Friday). With some of the team still on furlough, patrons are asked to bear in 
mind that there will be some delay in responding. Although live performances cannot yet take 
place, the Playhouse has identified alternative income streams. This autumn the University of 
Oxford, a major funder of the Playhouse, will use the theatre as a lecture space for the Saïd 
Business School’s Masters in Financial Economics. This temporary arrangement provides vital 
income for the Playhouse, while enabling the Business School to continue teaching safely –a 
creative solution to some of the challenges both institutions face due to Covid-19. Meanwhile, the 
Programming team continues to work on an autumn season which will be announced shortly.  
 
Proposed bus gate on Warneford Lane: (repeat of important information given in HRA Update 
of 3 September). If you have views about the advisability or otherwise of creating a bus gate on 
Warneford Lane, you are advised to write, giving the subject line Bus Gates, to 
yvonne.constance@oxfordshire.gov.uk  copying your email to roz.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

Student return dates: 
Oxford Brookes: Arrival 12-13 September 
Oxford University: Arrival 9 October 

 

COVID-19 Updates:  
Oxford University’s in-house testing station in the Radcliffe Observatory Quarter (ROQ) will be 
supplemented by their Headington testing station on the Old Road Campus; both of these will be 
open to staff and students of the University. 
 
Oxford Brookes NHS testing station in the former Brookes Restaurant on Gipsy Lane is also 
available to the general public. Appointments can be booked on: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-
coronavirus/   
 
Related links:  

Corona virus: https://www.brookes.ac.uk/alerts/coronavirus/ 

Local alert levels: Oxfordshire County Council - Covid-19 local alert level 

For further links, see HRA website https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com/ 

 

Highfield – A Low Traffic Neighbourhood? Frank McKenna and Patrick Coulter of HRA Traffic 
Group write: 

For the past 20 years Highfield Residents Association supported by residents has sought to 
reduce the volume and speed of through traffic on our residential streets. Before the lockdown 
around 6000 vehicles each weekday used Highfield streets as a shortcut between London Road 
and Old Road. The County Council recognised the need for change and in 2002 offered to make 
Highfield a Home Zone and greatly reduce through traffic. Unfortunately the offer was never fulfilled 
and since then HRA has conducted endless negotiations with the Council to restrict through traffic. 
In 2009 the County offered to trial some barriers on Lime Walk and Latimer Road to restrict traffic 
but again withdrew the offer within months. Eventually as a result of pressure from HRA they did 
install the build out and raised crossing at the Lime Walk/All Saints Road junction. Other planned 
measures were cancelled due to lack of funds. Our neighbours in Old Headington and Quarry have 
a similar history of unsuccessful attempts to reduce through traffic. 
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Inspired by the lockdown in April, a group of local people formed Headington Liveable Streets 
(HLS) seeking to reduce through traffic in all Headington neighbourhoods. They assembled the 
historic traffic reduction plans of the Headington neighbourhoods into a single plan with 12 
strategically placed barriers to create a series of low traffic neighbourhoods (LTNs) across 
Headington. These barriers would stop vehicles but allow walkers and cyclists full access. In that 
sense, they may be seen as connectors rather than barriers as they allow all but vehicles to pass 
through. They could be planters similar to those currently used on George Street Oxford. There are 
already barriers/connectors in Headington on Bateman Street and Staunton Road. In Highfield they 
could be located in Latimer Rd and Lime Walk. 

Recently the policy context has changed dramatically. As a consequence of the Covid-19 
crisis the Government are keen to promote active travel – walking and cycling - and are strongly 
supporting the concept of low traffic neighbourhoods. The County Council has adopted a policy to 
support LTNs and provide the necessary measures across Oxford and Oxfordshire.  They are 
seeking government funding to provide LTNs in East Oxford including Headington and 
Jericho/Summertown. For Headington they have included the HLS plan in their funding bid. This 
plan has the support of all our County and City Councillors subject to some further consultation. 

The decision on the bid is due very shortly. If successful the Council would consult 
stakeholders including HRA about the measures to be trialled in their neighbourhoods. The intention 
is to then conduct a 6/12 month trial to assess the pros and cons of the LTNs. During and after the 
trial residents would be consulted and a decision taken as to whether to make the measures 
permanent. Compared to other traffic measures, for example the £16m Access to Headington 
scheme, LTNs are relatively cheap to implement and the Council has committed to seeking 
alternative sources of funding if the bid is not approved. 

The impact on Highfield would be significant. Through traffic would be almost eliminated. Our 
streets would become communal spaces rather than thoroughfares. Walking and cycling to the 
shops or schools would be safer and more pleasant. The evidence from Bristol and London is that 
neighbourhoods become friendlier. Children even play on the streets! 

There would be some inconveniences. While there would continue to be full access by car to 
every part of Highfield, when we drive we would have to make adjustments to our routes. HRA has 
carried out some trials on travel times in this area and the additional journey times amount to no 
more than a few minutes. There will be more traffic on the main roads. However the evidence is that 
introducing traffic restrictions reduces overall traffic flows on main roads in an area by up to 10% 
(University College London Study). 

HRA will keep residents in touch with developments. In the meantime if you have any queries the 
following links may be helpful. 

Headington Liveable Streets 
https://oxlivsts.org.uk/headington/#:~:text=Headington%20Liveable%20Streets%20was%20formed,model%20of%20
low%2Dtraffic%20neighbourhoods.&text=Different%20issues%20motivated%20us%20to%20get%20involved 

 

Traffic Reduction (UCL) https://londonlivingstreets.com/2019/07/11/evaporating-traffic-impact-of-low-traffic-
neighbourhoods-on-main-roads/ 

 

Headington News website:       http://www.headington.org.uk/news/today.htm 
HRA Addresses:  Chair:          hrachair@gmail.com  

Admin:         hracttee@gmail.com  
HRA website:    https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com/ 
HRA Covid-19 Support Group: hra-covid19-support@googlegroups.com 

 
Useful contacts for people seeking help outside the HRA area: 
Oxford Hub: https://www.oxfordhub.org/ 
The City Council provides a single point of contact for people to ask for the extra help they may need as a 
result of Covid-19: oxford.gov.uk/CommunityAssistance or 01865 249 811  
Disclaimer: The information we give each week is, as far as we can tell, correct at the time of circulation but be aware 
that it can change. NB As previously mentioned, with the easing of lockdown Update is being circulated less 
frequently, until it ceases all together. This may turn out to be our last edition, depending on developments in the next 
week or so. 
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