
 

HRA Update Monday 18 October 2021, our forty-fifth Update 

 

Exhibition on Development of London Rd Co-op and Post Office Site: 

Developers Cantay Estates are holding a public 
exhibition at St Andrew's Primary School on London 
Rd, on Wednesday 20th October, 5-8 p.m., outlining 
how they intend to develop the site. 

Whereas it was originally proposed to create student 
accommodation above the retail area of this multi-
storey development, it is understood that a hotel is 
now envisaged instead of residential flats.  

Major questions are: 1. The size of the much- 
reduced retail area and 2. What will happen to the 
Post Office during the development phase. 

Councillors will attend the meeting and would like to hear people’s views.  

More information about the redevelopment will be published on Thursday 21st October at 
http://www.newheadingtonhotel.info 

  

Other Planning information: The Brookes Student Village planning application has been 
turned down by the Planning Committee. 

 

Why has the limit on contactless card payments been raised? What can I do about it? 
The limit on contactless spending, set at £10 in 2007, was raised for the fifth time on 15 
October to £100, i.e. to ten times its original limit.  Although Bank of England research 
suggests the risk of catching Covid-19 from banknotes is low, early on in the pandemic some 
shops restricted people’s ability to pay with cash during the crisis, and the contactless limit was 
raised to £45. The decision to raise the limit to £100 was made by the Treasury and the 
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), following a public consultation and discussions with the 
retail and banking sectors. 

Concerns have been expressed that raising the upper limit on contactless card payments to 
£100 will result in increased crime and leave the most vulnerable excluded from society.  

NB Some banks will allow people to set their own contactless card limits at less than £100, or 
to turn off contactless.  Check with your bank. 

 

Board Game Café: You are invited to come and meet others 
over ‘bring and share board games’ every second Friday of 
the month.  

Upcoming dates: 12th November, 10th December, at Church 
House, 39D New High St, Headington, Oxford OX3 7AL. 
 

 No need to book. 
 All very welcome - you don't need to be part of the church! 
 Suggested donation £2 
 
If you have any queries (or games you would like to donate to 
the Café) please get in touch with Leon Catallo at 

minister@allsaintsheadington.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.newheadingtonhotel.info/
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False calls from banks? 159 is a new scheme being piloted, enabling one to check whether 
calls said to be from banks are genuine. By calling the 159 service, you will be taken through 
to an option menu where the name of every bank that has signed up to the service is read out. 
You are then able to use your telephone keypad to be put through to your bank. The idea 
behind the scheme is to help those who believe they may have been contacted by scammers 
claiming to be their bank, or by fraudsters who encourage them to transfer money. However, 
since you will be directed through to your bank's customer service department, it may be the 
best way to call your bank in the first place. 

Calling the service will cost the same as making a national rate call, which means if you have 
inclusive minutes the cost of the call will be taken from those. 

NB Using 159 does not guarantee you complete safety, because sophisticated scammers can 
spoof a dialling tone, so although you think you are calling your bank, you could in fact be 
calling the spammer. To be totally safe, dial 159 on a different phone. Alternatively, you could 
call a friend's phone first and if they answer 'Hello, Lloyds/ Barclays Bank' you will know that 
you are speaking to the scammer, not to your friend, and that you have a problem. Or you 
could just wait 20 minutes and try 159 on the same phone. 

 

Repeat information re HRA Subs: In view of the reduced programme of activities during the 
pandemic, the HRA Committee has decided to waive subs until April 2022. 

Oxfordshire County Council Interactive Covid-19 Dashboard: See the facts at: 

https://phdashboard.oxfordshire.gov.uk/?utm_source=YourOxfordshire&utm_campaign=41e26f4a48-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_02_26_11_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_206c6fb447-41e26f4a48-

408038548 

Headington News website: http://www.headington.org.uk/news/items/coronavirus.html 
 
HRA Addresses: 
HRA Admin:        hracttee@gmail.com 
HRA Chair:         hrachair@gmail.com 
HRA Planning:   hra.oxford.planning@gmail.com 
HRA Webmaster:   hra.website@gmail.com 
HRA Website:   https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com 
HRA Covid-19 Support Group: hra-covid19-support@googlegroups.com 

Useful contacts for people seeking information or help outside the HRA area: 
Local data on Covid-19 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/council/coronavirus-covid-

19/controlling-local-coronavirus-outbreaks/stopping-spread 
Oxford Hub:    https://www.oxfordhub.org/ 
The City Council provides a single point of contact for people to ask for help they may need as 
a result of Covid-19:oxford.gov.uk/CommunityAssistance or 01865 249 811 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
 
Disclaimer: The information we give in each edition is, as far as we can tell, correct at the time 
of circulation but please be aware that it can change. 
 
HRA’s Update will be circulated on an occasional basis, according to the information thought to 
be of relevance to members. 
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