
 
HRA Update 26th October 2022, our fifty-eighth Update 

Dates to note: Energy and the Environment: Monday 7th November, 4.00-6.00p.m.-
Display of posters in All Saints’ Church House, with an opportunity to discuss ways of reducing 
energy consumption with particular reference to energy use in the home.  
 
Street Carol Singing: Saturday 17th December, 6.00p.m. You are invited to join Father 
Christmas and the rest of us for some street carol singing. Meet. by the Community Notice 
Board on All Saints’ Rd. 
 
Light in the Darkness: Let’s light up Headington’s residential streets. Four major faiths have 
festivals of light between November 4th and January 7th, and there are the secular traditions 
too. Key dates:  
Saturday November 19th: Switching on of lights in the trees in Headington’s shopping area 
(without ceremony). 
Sunday December 4th from 4.30: Switching on of Christmas tree lights, with music and food. 
Location: outside the former Barclays Bank.  
 

Headington Centre Improvement Plan: Headington Action and Headington Neighbourhood 
Forum are working on a plan to make the centre: welcoming, inclusive, and easily accessible 
for all; foster active travel and a stronger identity; provide lively gathering spaces and support a 
vibrant evening economy.  
To find out more about the Headington Centre Improvement Plan: 

❖ Visit the Exhibition of Ideas: Saturday 29th October, 10 a.m-3 p.m. at Andrew’s C of E 
Primary School, London Rd., Headington, Oxford, OX3 9ED 

❖ And/or visit https://headingtonaction.org/headington-centre 

Vital Energi Money: Do you remember the fraught days of the installation of the energy 
pipeline running from the JR to the Churchill, straight through Highfield? A sum of money was 
awarded in compensation for the inconvenience. For an update on ideas currently being 
explored to use these funds to the betterment of Highfield, go to the HRA website under the 
Environment tab -https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com/all-saints-road.html  
On the Home page you will find a sliding marquee highlighting the new page. The report had to 
be split into two parts owing to upload restrictions on our free Weebly contract. 
 
Headington Festival 3/4 June 2023- A Call for help: The much-enjoyed Headington Festival 

returns next June. It is organised by a small and 
enthusiastic team of residents under the leadership 
of Headington Action. New people are needed in 
the team. Tasks are interesting, not onerous, and it 
is a delight to see everything coming together. We 
would love you to join us in one of the following 
roles:  
• Liaising with community and food stall holders 
• Creating publicity material (posters, leaflets etc) 
• Recruiting and working with volunteers  
No experience of Headington Festival needed. Just 
enthusiasm and a willingness to get involved. 

Involvement is in January to June only. 
For more information contact Richard at headington.action@gmail.com or 07802 215517  
 
‘If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it’:  Most of us would agree with that, but if something is broken, 
apparently only 1 person in 10 bothers to get it working again. OK, often we lack the skills to 
mend things, but that is no excuse for sending something to landfill. Right on our doorstep (or 
almost), every Tuesday from 10.00 to 12.00 at Gladstone Rd. Community Centre, OX3 8LL a 
team of experts offers to fix most small household and electrical items.  
Tea/coffee, biscuits and parking are free, though contributions are appreciated if you want to 
make one.  For further information phone 07792 49 13 50 (Bullingdon Community 
Association).  
 

https://headingtonaction.org/headington-centre
https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com/all-saints-road.html


Beware scam! You might receive a text saying that you are eligible for the £400 discount 
under the Energy Bill Support Scheme and giving a link through which to apply for it. Delete 
the text! NB: We do NOT need to apply for the discount – it is given automatically by our 
energy suppliers in six monthly chunks starting in October – two of £66 and four of £67.  
For the official explanation about the scheme, see: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/getting-the-
energy-bills-support-scheme-discount 
Sites sending such scam messages that have been identified by the BBC include: 

• energy-bill-online.com   
• myenergybillonline.com 
• rebate-ofgem.com    
• totalsolutions24-7.co.uk 

Energy Companies will never contact you about your discount asking for your bank details or 
any other personal information. Be extra-wary of scams at the moment and report any unusual 
activity to: report@phishing.gov.uk 
 
Reminder about Thames Water Hosepipe Ban: Despite recent rain, following months of 
below average rainfall (38% below average this year to date), reservoirs are down by 17% 
(London) and 29% (Oxford). Restrictions (also known as a Temporary Use Ban), are still in 
force. The ban applies to hosepipes, and anything attached to them, like sprinklers and jet 
washers. NB There have been some modifications since the restrictions were first announced. 
The following summary is correct at the time of compiling this Update.   
 
We are still asked not to use a hose for: 

• Watering the garden or plants. (However, it can still be used, where essential, to water food 
crops grown on an allotment). NB Mains water can still be used to water the garden from a 
watering can or bucket filled from a tap– but we are asked to keep such watering to the 
minimum.  

• Filling or maintaining a hot tub  

• Washing vehicles 

• Cleaning windows, walls, paths, patios, other artificial outdoor surfaces like artificial grass 
 

For details and updates, and for special conditions that apply to Blue Badge holders and those 
on the Priority Service Register go to: https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help/water-restrictions 
If you come across a leak, use this link: report a leak. 

 
Have you squirrelled away stamps? WARNING! After 31st January 2023 regular stamps 
without a barcode, featuring the profile of Her Late Majesty The Queen 
on a plain coloured background. will no longer be valid. You can either 
use up these non-bar-coded stamps before this deadline or swap them 
free of charge for the new barcoded ones. NB Christmas stamps and 
special issue pictorial stamps will remain valid. 
To swap up to £200 worth of regular non-bar-coded stamps either print 
out the special form (see website below for details), or get a 'Stamp 
Swap Out' form available from the Customer Service Point at the local Delivery Offices (but NB 
they will only have the forms for the up to £200 option). Or call the Customer Experience Team 
on 03457 740740. See www.royalmail.com/sending/barcoded-stamps 
 
Headington News website:  https://www.headington.org.uk/news/today.htm 
HRA Addresses: 
HRA Admin:          hracttee@gmail.com 
HRA Chair:           hrachair@gmail.com 
HRA Planning:     hra.oxford.planning@gmail.com 
HRA Webmaster:    hra.website@gmail.com 
HRA Website:     https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com 
HRA Covid-19 Support Group:  hra-covid19-support@googlegroups.com 

Disclaimer: The information we give in each edition is, as far as we can tell, correct at the time of circulation but 
please be aware that it can change. HRA’s Update is now being circulated on an occasional basis, according to 
the information thought to be of relevance to members. 
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