
HIGHFIELD RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

Update: Thursday 23 July 2020  

Thursday has come round again, and with it our fourteenth Update 

Oxfordshire Libraries: The phased re-opening of certain libraries started on July 13. Unfortunately 
Bury Knowle was not among them, but will open on July 27.  With controlled numbers being able 
to enter building, customers may sometimes need to queue, and will be limited to 30 minutes for 
browsing, borrowing and returning their library materials. 

Access to computers and Wi-fi will be limited to 30 minutes. There is discretion for staff to extend 
that 30 minutes if a customer is part-way through a Universal Credit application or similar. Printing, 
scanning and photocopying will be available, as will bus pass and blue badge validation. 
Payments will need to be made by card or online, but photocopiers will still be coin-operated. 

To comply with social distancing measures, most soft seating and tables will be removed. Staff will 
stand behind perspex screens to respond to customers’ queries. Public toilets will not be available. 
Face-to-face programmes, events and author talks will be re-established once government advice 
says it is safe to do so, but will be delivered virtually via social media where possible.  For re-
opening details see: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-
culture/libraries/reopening-libraries 

 

 

Oxford Playhouse:  Theatre-goers will be 
delighted that thanks to a grant from Arts Council 
England the Playhouse is able to re-open. It still 
needs to raise more money to survive, but this 
grant makes survival possible. If you would like to 
make a donation, click here: 
https://www.oxfordplayhouse.com/support-
us/make-a-
donation/?dm_i=41YX,15KPE,5V45Q6,437E2,1 

Red kite at Stonor, © Chris Waymouth, 2020 

 
Stagecoach announces new social distancing rules: Passengers are requested to: 

 Wear a face covering 

 Use contactless, smartphone, smartcard, or have the exact change 

 Follow the guidelines on posters and signage at the bus stop and on board 

 One person per double seat, sitting diagonally from the person in front/ behind 

 Leave the seat behind and next to someone empty 

 Only sit with somebody if they’re in your household or bubble. For more details see: 

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/national/covid-19-travelling-safely 

 
Theft and burglaries: Theft of catalytic converters is rife, and break-ins are regrettably common-
place. The Police advise us to take all possible precautions: 
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/residential-burglary/ 

 

Price cuts in some coffee shops, pubs and restaurants: Following the Government’s July 15 
announcement to cut VAT to 5% for the hospitality sector till 12 Jan 2021, many chains are 
slashing prices. Since VAT is normally added to the price,  they don't have to pass the saving on 
to customers; while some (e.g. Pret, Costa Coffee and Gregg’s) have cut by the full 12.5%, others 
(e.g. McDonald’s) have cut by between 6% and 29%), some are still considering, and others say 
‘no’. For survey results, see: https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/deals/deals-

hunter/2020/07/restaurant-vat-price-
cuts/?utm_source=MSE_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=21-Jul-20-50629390-
703&utm_campaign=nt-oneliners-one&utm_content=4 
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All you need to know about face masks:  
Face coverings are already compulsory in England on public transport or when attending a 
hospital as a visitor or outpatient, and from Friday 24 July become compulsory in shops, except for 
people with a medical exemption. NB rules vary in different parts of the UK. Making your own 
masks is not complicated; you can use up oddments of fabric, ‘cannibalise’ an old garment, and 
even make a matching pouch in which to carry your mask in your pocket, and in which to keep it 
after use, and when putting it into the washing machine. Links for instructions on how to make a 
mask: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-to-wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering/how-to-

wear-and-make-a-cloth-face-covering  or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRfhuRNua_E 
 
Main points to remember about using a mask: 

 The rationale for wearing a mask is to protect others from respiratory droplets and particles 
which might be carrying COVID-19. (NB Someone can be infected without showing symptoms).  

  What is the best fabric for a mask that is comfortable and effective in filtering out the smallest 
microscopic particles? Fine cotton has better ventilation than man-made fibres and traps less of 
the moisture that builds up inside the mask.  Since a face mask should have multiple layers, a 
material that doesn't restrict ones breathing is preferable. Materials like polyester can trap 
moisture through their water-resistant properties, reducing the effectiveness of the mask. 
Particularly in warm weather, heavy cotton fabrics get uncomfortably warm fairly quickly, and we 
tend to breathe around them rather than through them. An example is ripstop nylon (a thin, 
waterproof fabric), which is lightweight and very comfortable but which it is impossible to breathe 
through. 

 Tip: hold up the fabric to a bright light and see if the light outlines the individual fibres. If it does, 
it's likely to be a less efficient filter.  

 What makes for a good fit? A mask should cover from the top of the nose to the bottom of the 
chin, should fit snugly round the face, and not be so tight that it hurts.  

 Masks, gloves or other personal protective equipment are only as good as the user. Touching a 
mask, hanging it below the nose or round the neck, wearing a mask after it has got damp, or 
wearing the same mask for more than a few hours (some experts say 2 hours, others say 4 
hours) seriously reduces its effectiveness. 

 When removing your mask, avoid touching the mask or your face. Remove it using the elastic or 
ties. If it's reusable, keep it somewhere separate until you're able to wash it. For more details: 
https://patient.info/news-and-features/how-to-make-face-masks-and-coverings-more-
comfortable?iitt=Efs_OuxlOFs_h.LNtIz8hfnA4kblhGl84.4_tIHlhI4.OIBsOFnpOnTT&utm_source=
exponea&utm_campaign=PA%20Newsletter%2013th%20edition&utm_medium=email 

 
Headington Liveable Streets survey (HLS): Headington Liveable Streets is a group of residents 
from around Headington who are interested in how our streets affect the way we live and travel 
around our neighbourhood. They've launched a 3-minute survey to find out what residents think 
about Headington's streets. To find out more about HLS visit: https://oxlivsts.org.uk/headington/ 
To complete the survey please go to: https://actionnetwork.org/forms/what-do-you-think-about-
headingtons-streets 
 
Barton Leisure Centre:  Some leisure centres and indoor pools are due to open on July 25, but 
not all activities and facilities will resume immediately.  Fusion, which runs Barton Leisure Centre, 
and Oxford City Council are working on the options for a phased return of provision at Barton.  
 

Headington News website:  http://www.headington.org.uk/news/items/coronavirus.html 
HRA Committee:  Chair:        hrachair@gmail.com  

Admin:       hracttee@gmail.com  
HRA website:  https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com/ 

Useful contacts for people seeking help outside the HRA area: 
Oxford Hub: https://www.oxfordhub.org/ 
The City Council provides a single point of contact for people to ask for the extra help they may need as a 
result of Covid-19: oxford.gov.uk/CommunityAssistance or 01865 249 811  
Disclaimer: The information we give each week is, as far as we can tell, correct at the time of circulation but be aware 
that it can change. NB As previously mentioned, with the easing of lockdown Update is being circulated less 
frequently, until it ceases all together. This may turn out to be our last edition, depending on developments in the next 
week or so. 
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