
HRA Update Friday 3rd February 2023, our sixty-first Update 

REMINDER, TONIGHT: HOW IT FEELS TO BE FREE 

A concert in aid of Asylum Welcome on Friday 3rd February 7.30pm (doors from 

7.00pm) in All Saints’ Church House, New High Street (upstairs hall). An evening of 

music and song to celebrate community and diversity featuring a range of acclaimed 

local musicians. Refreshments/Bar. Admission free with a collection. 

Information Patrick at 07941210429. 

 

The first of Oxford’s fleet of 159 electric buses will be introduced on routes this 

September across an area from Cumnor to 

the west, Wheatley to the east, Kidlington 

to the north and Sandford to the south. 

Eight of the double-decker buses will be 

open-topped, serving on the city’s sight-

seeing tour route. The £82.5m scheme is 

being paid for by the government £32.8m, 

the Council £6m, and bus firms £43.7m. 

 

Free Crime Prevention Webinars from Neighbourhood Watch:  
For dates, times and course content see: https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/webinars: 
To sign up for the courses, use the following links: 
PUnderstanding the psychology behind scams 
reventing burglary with WIDEN  
Understanding the psychology behind scams 
Exploitation, Gangs & Knife Crime Awareness: Online course for parents and carers 
 

Recycling aluminium and plastic coffee pods: Did you know that Oxford City 

Council uses the Podback collection service? Podback will send you the appropriate 

bags for the type of pods you use – sign up for them on their website. 

Collect the coffee pods in the bags and place them on the top of your blue recycling, 
green rubbish or brown garden waste bin on your collection day. If you have a sack 
collection, you can place the Podback bags alongside the sacks.  
See https://www.podback.org/ 
 
REMINDER: Call 159 to check whether calls from banks are legitimate: When 

calling the 159 service, you will be taken through to an option menu where the name of 

every bank that has signed up to the service is read out loud. You are then able to use 

your telephone keypad to be put through to your bank. The scheme was devised to 

help those who believe they may have been contacted by scammers claiming to be 

their bank, or by fraudsters trying to encourage them to transfer money. Since you will 

be directed through to your bank's customer service department, it may be the best 

way to call your bank in the first place. So, if you need to call your bank now dial 159, 

[which is in a diagonal on your keypad]. Note that calling the service costs the same as 

making a national rate call, which means if you have inclusive minutes it will be taken 

from those. NB This may not necessarily prevent sophisticated scammers from 

contacting you. 

Oxfordshire £2 bus fare cap scheme: Oxfordshire residents can travel more 

cheaply by bus until 31 March, thanks to a Government scheme that limits the price 

of an adult single bus fare to £2 on most routes operated by participating bus 

providers in Oxfordshire – Arriva, Oxford Bus Company, Redline Buses, Stagecoach, 

Thames Travel, Reading Buses and Thames Valley Buses. 

https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/webinars
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEuduqsrzksE9NRyghXFIwkO9JE8dfaEJvo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEuduqsrzksE9NRyghXFIwkO9JE8dfaEJvo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEuduqsrzksE9NRyghXFIwkO9JE8dfaEJvo
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkdu2vrjkjGdQfptgrr4smg8nLGoJG9GOZ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsfuChrTouHda6nadVXYWjo5PwYjIK-UhS
https://www.podback.org/


Unwanted laptop, tablet or phone?  These can be donated to one of three Getting 

Oxfordshire Online hubs: Bicester Green in Bicester; Aspire in Oxford or SOFEA in 

Didcot.  See: https://gettingoxfordshireonline.org/giving-support/donate-devices/ 

Used toner cartridges, how to dispose of them? We can put them in the green 

bin, but there are other, better solutions. For example, try this link:  

https://disposalknowhow.com/cartridges-4-charity/ 

 

Three important words: https://what3words.com/pretty.needed.chill 

Have you used this App? The police do. If you are making a report to the police 

which needs a location other than a postcode, this is very useful. 

 

Confused over stamp swap deadline? Maybe you missed the deadline for the 

Stamp Swap Out?  Contrary to what Royal Mail originally said, until 31st July you 

CAN still use non-barcoded stamps with a profile of the Queen's head. Christmas 

stamps and 'special' stamps with pictures on will continue to be valid after July.  

For the full story see:  
https://www.moneysavingexpert.com/news/2023/january/royal-mail-stamps-deadline-july/ 

If you have any queries, such as non-receipt of stamps that you sent off for 

swapping, you should contact Royal Mail on 03457 740740. 

 
Fly-tipping: A major problem for local authorities and the farming community 
Most of us are aware of our legal duty of care to ensure our household waste is 
disposed of correctly, and that those we employ, e.g. builders, tradesmen, gardeners 
do too. But it is less common knowledge that even leaving items in the following 
places also counts as fly-tipping:  beside street bins and recycling banks, 
outside closed recycling centres and charity shops, outside your home on public 

footpaths on the ground of communal bin areas. Fly-tipping is a criminal offence, 

carrying up to £50,000 fines, even prison. 

Has someone else fly-tipped your waste? You could face a fixed-penalty notice. 
To report illegally-dumped rubbish go to: 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/waste-and-
recycling/fly-tipping?utm_term=nil&utm_content= 

********************** 

Keep this information handy, just in case 

If you receive a suspicious-looking email, forward it to: report@phishing.gov.uk 

If you receive a suspicious text, forward it to 7726, or SPAM 

If you are concerned about a call supposedly from your bank, phone 159 

 

Headington News website:  https://www.headington.org.uk/news/today.htm 

HRA Addresses: 

HRA Admin:          hracttee@gmail.com 

HRA Chair:           hrachair@gmail.com 

HRA Planning:     hra.oxford.planning@gmail.com 

HRA Webmaster:    hra.website@gmail.com 

HRA Website:     https://highfieldresidents.weebly.com 

HRA Covid-19 Support Group:  hra-covid19-support@googlegroups.com 

Disclaimer: The information we give in each edition is, as far as we can tell, correct at the time of 

circulation but please be aware that it can change. HRA’s Update is now being circulated on an 

occasional basis, according to the information thought to be of relevance to members. 
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