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HRA NEWSLETTER 
Highfield Residents' Association  
 
https//highfieldresidents.weebly.com/     hracttee@gmail.com

Autumn 2023

 
 
  HRA Events by Frank and Patrick 
  for the Events Group 

    
      Royal Mail Service by Nicholas Rollin 
 
      Have you received a note from Royal Mail with an 
      invitation to collect an item from the East Oxford  
      Delivery Office and pay a fine for it having been under- 
      stamped, or for bearing a stamp that is no longer valid?  
      Alternatively, you could ask for delivery, but you might 
      have a long wait!  Or might you be considering, in 
      desperation, going to collect mail that has been  
      accumulating there, correctly addressed, but not  
      delivered?  Royal Mail certainly provides the opportunity 
      for you to collect mail, but you are strongly advised to 
      check before you go as to whether the office will be  
      open. It is operating on reduced hours, due to staff  
      shortages. Telephoning can be frustrating, but the latest  
      opening hours are normally available on-line. See 
      below.  Remember to take ID.  
 
      How to get there: Turn left off the bypass when you see  
      signs for Peers Academy, Sandy Lane West, etc.  

      East Oxford Delivery Office 

      Ledgers Close,  
      Oxford 
      OX4 6HA 
      Telephone: 03457 740 740 
      https://www.royalmail.com/services-near-you/delivery- 
      office/east-oxford-delivery-office-ox4- 
 
 

The HRA Coronation Street Party in May 
took place in warm sunshine despite 
previous wet weather - we're always 
lucky that way. A large gathering of 
friends and neighbours enjoyed the (by 
now) traditional format of street cafe 
lunch, music, games and teas. There 
was a special royal cake competition and 
later a celebratory service in All Saints 
Church.  Those with any remaining 
energy enjoyed a post-party drink 
together in the Butchers Arms. This 
allowed us to offer a collective thanks 
from HRA to Paul and Pippa who retired 
as managers of the pub the following 
week. 
 
      

For the Autumn we've planned a Film Night in the 
Church Hall to show the much acclaimed "Hugo" - 
an exhilarating family tale inspired by the birth of 
cinema. Dates to be confirmed shortly. In 
December we'll take to the streets for our 
traditional Street Carol evening followed by 
refreshments. Dates and times will be confirmed 
shortly. In the New Year we hope to hold a music 
evening in aid of Asylum Welcome. So, lots to look 
forward to and if you have any suggestions for 
future events or would like to join us in planning 
and managing our events programme please 
contact us. 
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Update on Warneford by Mike Ratcliffe 
 

 
 
The main old building is inadequate for its modern purpose, but it should be conserved.   The plan 
is to flip the site, building a completely new hospital with attached research centre on the field 
(former cricket ground) that stretches towards the meadow.  Then to convert the old building into a 
postgraduate college, with new accommodation blocks.  This isn’t going to be quick.  This was a 
conversation before even the foothills of the planning process; it will be a mountain to climb.  
Funding will be an issue; government might be building ‘40 new hospitals’ but none of those are 
for mental health.  The Trust needs to build a new hospital and will work with Oxford University to 
locate the existing research departments next to it.  Only then can it think about transferring the 
land for a new college.  The college gives new life to the buildings and can work with the existing 
fabric in a way that a hospital now can’t.  Our concerns are obviously about getting the best mental 
health provision in the city, but also how that works with Headington connectivity.  Warneford Lane 
links Old Road with Morrell Avenue, both of which are now in crisis mode with peak hour traffic.  
Oxford having more postgraduate accommodation in Headington may, in the end, help.   We were 
encouraged that the proposal is being designed to be sympathetic to the meadow, seeing it as an 
asset to the new hospital.  Details will follow, with formal consultations, but it was encouraging that 
the Trust had made this early move to contact HRA and DRARA.    
 
 
Planning by William Marx 
 
Residents of Highfield will be interested to learn about plans for an addition to the Churchill 
Hospital. The proposal (received by Oxford City Council on 29 Sept) is for a stand-alone building 
to extend the existing Clinical BioManufacturing Facility (= CBF). The CBF is designed to provide 
the link between academic research and clinical drug development, to allow their collaborators to 
make rapid progress into clinical trials with new vaccine projects.  The new facility will be set out in 
line with the front of the existing CBF building and will occupy what is currently a brownfield space. 
The architect’s drawings show that the building is single-storey with a penthouse-level roof to 
provide space for heating, ventilation, and power facilities. The building will not face any part of the 
perimeter of the Churchill site. It is not clear how many additional staff will be needed for the CBF, 
but the planning document contains a note on access, which states that the site will provide 
vehicular space only for disabled access, ad hoc visitors and maintenance contractors. The 
architects clearly have responded to concerns expressed by members of HRA and other groups 
about the density of traffic on Old Road and Churchill Drive. Information about this project is 
available on Oxford City Council’s website, under Planning, reference:  23/02262/FUL:  Churchill 
Hospital, construction of a new (additional) Clinical BioManufacturing Facility (= CBF). 
 

We have brand new provision for child 
and young adult mental health care in 
the Meadow and Highfield units at the 
Warneford Hospital.  Adults, however, 
are still looked after in 19th century 
buildings.  These are an example of 
planned mental health provision, with a 
setting and a prospect over the City.  
So fine are the buildings that they are 
listed, and here’s a problem for the 
trust.  A few HRA members were 
invited, with the other adjacent 
residents' association, to hear about 
the plans to update provision. 
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With Fond Memories of Tony Joyce by Liz Grosvenor 

   

 

He was also a founding member of Headington Action, a joint founding member of Headington Forward, 
possibly a founding member of HRA, and on the first steering committee of the Headington Neighbourhood 
Plan. He remained a loyal member of HRA even after he moved and continued to support the group. 

He was very active in planning matters and the intractable problems of traffic, and even participated in 
“direct action” to slow down traffic in Lime Walk by walking slowly back and forth over the road, with others, 
to stop the traffic and hand out leaflets.  Not many people know that! 

 

The All Saints Tree-Garden by Phil Hunter 
 

                
 
You might have noticed a change in the street scenery at the junction of Barrington Close and All Saints 
Road. Following the Ideas Report on street design commissioned from Incremental Urbanism by the HRA 
Committee, Frank and I decided to take a first step and install a rectangular planting space beneath the 
large silver maple tree (Acer saccharinum -  that’s the tree nearest the post-box). Frank planned it, 
prepared it, and built it, and I helped out with the labouring. We shifted a skip-full of very tired tarmac, put in 
levelled edge-boards, a shingle path around the two back edges, and then dug in a significant amount of 
top-soil.  
 
Notice that I called it a planting-space rather than a flower-bed. That’s because the site is not ideal for 
flowers: it’s heavily shaded, although it does catch evening sunshine, and it’s very dry - anything that takes 
root there will get stiff competition from the maple tree.  However, we’ve scattered seeds (poppy, foxglove, 
hollyhock, lychnis) and planted a few bulbs and two small clumps of ferns, and the plan is, Jack-and-the-
Beanstalk-like,  to see what comes up in the spring and summer of next year. It’s all work in progress, and 
we’ll see how we go. We’ve used a small proportion of the funds from the Vital Energi grant for the 
materials and if there’s an encouraging response from residents we might develop things further. By the 
way, what do you think the space should be called? The best we’ve come up with is the All Saints Tree-
Garden, can you do better? One of the most enjoyable things about working on that corner was the lively 
conversations we had with interested passers-by. To encourage you to get involved we’ve set up a 
WhatsApp site for the space - currently The All Saints Tree-Garden. We’ll post developments there and 
we’d welcome any suggestions and ideas as to what you think would work best                                     

Tony was the quintessential gentleman with a twinkle in his eye and 
a great sense of humour.  He was very knowledgeable and always 
available to give help and advice.   

I first met him when I became the Membership Secretary of the 
Oxford Civic Society in 2005 and he was Chairman, a post he held 
for over a decade, being the longest-serving incumbent. He was 
well thought of and had the ear of the powers-that-be in the City 
and County Councils, thus reinforcing the Society’s reputation and 
influence with local government. He was a great leader and had the 
knack of being able to persuade people to volunteer for all sorts of 
causes and activities. Some of the projects he spearheaded 
(amongst many others) included the Oxford Museum, the 
development of Oxford Brookes Campus, and the annual OxClean 
litter-picking event, now in its 17th year. 
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HRA Incident Log by Hilary Rollin: Speeding cars, smashed mirrors on a car, fly-tipping, blocked drains 
in our streets, anti-social behaviour, graffiti, used syringes, break-ins… these are just some of the incidents 
that we think we have to put up with. But don’t just put up with them, and don’t just grumble to your 
neighbours. Ensuring that such problems get logged in the HRA Incident Log means that HRA can keep a 
record and identify developing trends. This puts us in a better position to enlist support from Police or 
Council as appropriate. Please send information to hracttee@gmail.com including details of who you have 
already reported the problem to, and if appropriate a photo. If the problem is a matter for the Police, please 
include the Police Reference Number. Thank you!  
 
Useful addresses (as of October 2023) 
Member of Parliament (Lab),  
Anneliese Dodds MP, Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford OX4 6HD      
 T: 01865 595790  E: annaliesedoddsoxeast@gmail.com 
County Councillor: Headington & Quarry   
 Roz Smith (Lib Dem), 12 Weyland Road, Headington Quarry, Oxford OX3 8PD  

 T: 01865 750371  M: 07584 257156  E:  roz.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
County Councillor: Churchill & Lye Valley 

 Liz Brighouse, OBE (Lab), c/o County Hall, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1ND  
 T: 01865 766995  M: 07710 451769  E: liz.brighouse@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

City Councillors: Headington Ward    
 Chris Smowton (Lib Dem), Town Hall, St Aldate’s, Oxford OX1 1BX 

 M: 07766 888883  E: cllrcsmowton@oxford.gov.uk  
 Mohammed Altaf-Khan (Lib Dem), 83 Hugh Allen Crescent, Oxford OX3 0HL  
  T: 01865 798777  M: 07931 345554  E: mailto:maltafkhan@hotmail.com  

City Councillors: Churchill Ward 
 Mark Lygo (Lab), 20 Valentia Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PL 
 M: 07826 527047 E: cllrmlygo@oxford.gov.uk 
  Susan Brown (Lab), 34 Canal Street, Oxford OX2 6BQ  

 M: 07775 792447  E: cllrsbrown@oxford.gov.uk 
Thames Valley Police: http://www.thamesvalley.police.uk  For emergencies T: 999 
Oxford Northeast Neighbourhood Police Team:     
            Sgt Marc Robinson, PC Jon Kelly, PC Lauren Edkins, PC Jordan Welch 
            PCSO Joshua Tedstone and PCSO Annabel White 
            E: BGNeighbourhoodTeam@thamesvalley.police.uk   T: 101 
Oxford Brookes Community Engagement & Social Responsibility:  
 Andrea Siret   T: 01865 647370   asiret@brookes.ac.uk 
             https://service.brookes.ac.uk/cms/community_complaints 
Oxford City Council: T: 01865 249811   http://www.oxford.gov.uk 
Antisocial Behaviour Team:  
http://www.oxford.gov.uk/PageRender/decC/Anti_Social_Behaviour_and_CANAcT_occw.htm 
Community Response Team: T: 01865 249811  E: saferoxford@oxford.gov.uk  
Streetscene:  T: 01865 247811  E: streetscene@oxford.co.uk  
Oxfordshire County Council: T: 01865 792422     www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Free reporting service for lost, found and stolen pets in Oxford: http://www.oxford.animalfinders.co.uk 
Headington News:  http://www.headington.org.uk    mailto:stephanie.jenkins@gmail.com 
Highfield History section: http://www.headington.org.uk/history/streets/highfield/ 
Headington Action: https://headingtonaction.org/       headington.action@gmail.com 
Co-wheels Car Club: http://www.co-wheels.org.uk 
Fix-My-Street https://www.fixmystreet.com 
 
HRA Committee:  
Chair (rotating between committee members):                 hrachair@gmail.com 
HRA Admin:                     hracttee@gmail.com 
HRA Planning:                                                               hra.oxford.planning@gmail.com 
HRA Webmaster:                                    hra.website@gmail.com 
HRA Website:                                      www.highfieldresidents.weebly.com/ 
 
Printed by Brookes Print   www.brookes.ac.uk/brookes-print/ 


